Dtc Gyalwang Karmapa doi thit 17 — Orgyen Trinley Dorje

Cac vi Karmapa

Karmapa c6 nghia la “bac hoang hoa cong hanh ctia chu Phat” hay 1a "hién than cta tat ca cac
hoat ddng cua chu Phat”. Theo truyén thong Tay Tang, nhitng bac dao su gidc ngd vi dai duoc
cho 1a c6 thé ty sép dat dé tai sinh nhuw mot vi thay, la nguoi c6 thé tiép tuc viéc truyén day cua
vi tién boi trong kiép trudc do. Theo truyén thong nay, cac vi Karmapa da tai sinh trong than
tedng cia mot hod than, trai qua muoi bay doi, cing nhu trong doi hién tai, va tat ca cac vi hoa
than déu da dong vai tro quan trong nhat trong viéc bao vé va truyén ba Phat Phéap tai Tay

Tang.

Trudce khi vi Karmapa dau tién duoc sinh ra doi — la mot vi chan su cua Phat Gido, la nguoi sau
nay duoc biét dén nhu la ngai Karmapa - thi viéc nay da dugc tién doan béi diec Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni trong lich st va bdi vi dao sw Mat tong vi dai, dic Lién Hoa Sanh (Guru
Padmasambhava) ctia xtt An. Qua nhiéu thé&' ky, cac vi Karmapa da ting 1a nhan vat trong yéu
trong viéc tiép noi truyén thong Kim Cang thira néi chung va tiép ndi dong truyén thira Kagyu
noi riéng. Cac ngai da dong mot vai tro vo cung quan trong trong viéc duy tri cac phap tu tap

va hanh tri cta tat ca cac dong truyén thira Phat gido.



Su ra doi va nhitng nam thiang dau doi caa Ngai Karmapa th 17

Vao ndm 1985, mot bé trai dugc sinh ra trong mot gia dinh du muc tai vung Lhatok phia dong
Tay Tang. Trong nhitng thang truedc khi cau bé chao doi, me cau cd nhitng gidc mo ky la trong
thoi ky mang thai cau. Vao ngay cau bé ra doi, mét con chim cu dén dau trén chiéc 1éu noi cau
duoc sinh ra, va rat nhiéu nguroi nghe thdy mot am thanh huyén bi giong nhu tiéng oc bién

vang vong khap noi trong thung l{ing noi gia dinh ctia dita tré méi ra doi sinh song.

O Tay Tang, nhiing su kién nhu vay dugc xem la nhitng diém bao tot dep vé su ra doi cia mot

bac thay gidc ngo.

Cau bé du muc duoc goi la Apo Gaga. Trong khi nhitng ndm thang dau doi ctia cau, theo gia
dinh cau cho biét, ¢ vé tran ddy phac lanh thi trong gian doan dau doi nay, Apo Gaga khong
hé noi vé bat ct sy lién hé nao vdi cadc ngai Karmapa ca. Tuy nhién, vao ndam1992, cau yéu cau
gia dinh minh chuyén vi tri du cw cta gia dinh téi mot thung liing khac, va cau bao ho hay cho
mot chuyén viéng thdm ctia cac nha sw du hanh. Khong lau sau khi dung xong ngdi nha cua ho
& dia di€ém méi, cdc moén dé cua Karmapa thtr 16 tim dén thung liing d6 theo huwéng dan bi
truyén cua Karmapa thi 16, trong Id thw tién tri cua ngai. Sw ra doi va cac chi tiét khac vé cudc
song ctia Apo Gaga déu phu hop véi 10i tién tri trong 14 thu. Apo Gaga da duoc thira nhan la vi

Karmapa doi thit 17, Ogyen Drodul Trinley Dorje.

Bén canh Id thw tién tri [v€ vi tai sinh] cta minh, ngai Karmapa doi th
16 da viét rat nhiéu cac bai tho, hay cac bai dao ca, tién doan réng mac
du ngai phai roi bo ngoi t6 dinh cia minh 6 Tsurphu, Tay tang, thi ngai
s& nhanh chdng trd lai Tsurphu, va [con tién doan] rang vi thay gdc hay
bdn su (root guru) cua ngai sé 1a Ngai Situ Rinpoche, va [vi tai sinh cua]
ngai sé tu tap o An d6. Sau cai chét cua ngai Karmapa thit 16, moi

chuyén trd nén rd rang la nhiing 10i tién tri ctia ngai [Karmapa 16] dwoc

danh cho nguoi sé ké'vi ngai.

Chin dung cuia ngai
Karmapa doi thiw 16



Thém vao d6, mét vi thay cua thé ky 19, Chogyur Lingpa da dua ra mot loat tién doan vé cac
doi Karmapa, cling nhuw 10i tién tri vé doi tht 17, va 101 tién doan ctia Chogyur Lingpa phu hop
Vi cac chi tiét vé su ra doi ctia Ngai [Karmapa doi thit 17]. Vi tat ca nhitng 10i tién tri nay tw
ching da hoan toan day di ma khong can su chiing nhan ctia bat ct vi thay nao khac, nén theo
truyén thong [vé viéc thira nhan tai sinh] thi ngai Karmapa dugc xem nhw la "ty thira nhan"

(self-recognized).

Ngai Karmapa tré vé Tsurphu - t6 dinh lich st ctia cac vi Karmapa - tai Ty Tang

Trong chuyén tré vé lich s ciia Ngai tai tu vién Tu vién Tsurphu tai Tdy Tang la t6 dinh
Tsurphu, Tay Tang vao thing 6 ndm 1992, truyén thong ciia cic vi dao sw Karmpa trai
ngai mdc 1 phuc va tré vé trén lung ngwa. qua 17 doi hod thin.

Ngai Karmapa thuc sy da tro vé tu vién Tolung Tsurphu ¢ trung tam T4y tang vao nam 1992,
noi ngai dugc phong vi vao ngay 27 thang 9 nam 1992, véi sy chap thuan caa chinh phu Trung

quoc. Day la 1an dau tién nguoi Trung qudc chap thuan mot viéc nhu thé nay.

Tai Tsurphu, hon 20,000 nguoi da cau nguyén va van tap dé€ ching kién sy trd vé cua Ngai

Karmapa. Sang ngay hom sau, khoang 25,000 nguoi xé€p hang trudc Ngai d€ duoc ngai gia ho.

Tai Tsurphu, ngai Karmapa nghién cttu mon khoa hoc Phat gido vé tam, hoc [cach ct hanh] cac
nghi 18, va [thuc tap] cdc mdn nghé thuat mang tinh tdm linh nhw cdc diéu nhdy mda [lama

dance] chang han. Mdi ngay, c6 hang trdm vi khach tir khap noi trén Tay Tang cling nhu trén



thé’ giéi dén tham ngai. Ngai cudi cling bat ddu ban phat cac 1é gia luc va tham du vao mot s6
cac nghi 1& khac nhau tai tu vién. Vao khooang 1én 10 tudi, Ngai da cé thé nhan ra dugc tai sinh
cua cac bac thay hod théan, trong d6 cd ca nhitng vi thdy xuat chung nhu Pawo Rinpoche,

Jamgon Kongtrul Rinpoche va Dabzang Rinpoche.

Trong khi Ngai ¢ Tsurphu, tu vién trai qua giai doan tai thiét trén mot pham vi rong 16n dé
phuc hoi lai cac ng6i chuia, dén dién, cac ngoi bao thap chira nhuc than ctia cac vi thay, mot Phat
hoc vién (shedra), va nhiéu can nha da bi pha huy trong nhiéu nam. [Viéc tai thiét] da duoc
hoan thanh nhu 1a mot trong cac bon phéan chinh yéu ctia ngai Karmapa. Tuy nhién, cung véi
nam thang tr6i qua, Ngai chiu sttc ép ngay cang tang tir phia chinh quyén Tay tang va Trung
quoc trong cac hoat dong di ngwoc lai voi bon phan ctia mét vi Karmapa nhw Ngai. Ngai da tw
chdi cong khai viéc 1én an DBtec Dat lai Lat Ma va viéc thtra nhan Ban Thién Lat Ma, va tham gia
vao mot loat cac hoat ddng trai nguoc véi mong mudn ctia nha cam quyén. Mac du Ngai lién
tuc chiu sy gidm sat ctia chinh pht Trung qudc, nhiing nguoi da tir chdi viéc cdp phép cho Ngai
roi khoi dat niede méc dit chi cho mot thoi gian ngén,[ nhung cudi cing] Ngai va doan tuy tung
cting da dan dung mot ké'hoach tdo bao dé tron khoi Tay Tang dén An d6. Cudi cung, vao nam
1999, c6 1é nhéan ra sy hitu ich ciia minh ¢ Tay tang dang bi huy hoai, Ngai quyét dinh [bo nudc]

ra di.

Cudc bo tron vi dai caa Ngai Karmapa

Ngai Gyalwang Karmapa gdp Dirc Dat Lai Lat
Ma ldn ddu tién vao khi ngai dén Dharamsala
ngay 5 thang 1 nam 2000.

Sau vai thang 1ap ké hoach mot cach can trong, vao ngay 28 thang 12, vi Karmapa muoi bon

tudi da gia vo nhap that, va thay vao dé6 mac quan ao thuong dan rdi lén trén qua nga ctra sd.



Roi tu vién Tsurphu cling nhém tly tiing, ngai bat dau mot cude bo tron tao bao bang xe hoi,
bang ddi chan, trén lung ngua, trén may bay, trén tau hoa va taxi; [day 1a] mot chuyén di qua
cam da tro thanh dau dé cho nhiéu bai bao trén khép thé giéi. Vao ngay 5 thang 1 nam 2000,
ngai dén Dharamsala, An d6, cling v6i su ngac nhién to 16n va niém vui tran ngap ctia thé gidi,
noi ngai duoc dién kiéh ditc Pat Lai Lat Ma thtt 14. Ngai duoc chinh phua An d6 cap cho quy

chéty nan.

T nam 2000 dén nay, Ngai tiép tuc sdng gan Dharamsala. Ngai da duoc nha cAm quyén An do
cap phép cho ngai du hanh t6i cac dia diém Phat tich & An d6 va hang nam di dén B6 D& Dao
Trang va Vuon Loc Uyén du cac phap hoi Kagyu quan trong ma ngai cha tri. Ngai ciing da dén
Ladakh, vung dinh ce cta nguwoi Tay Tang ¢ Nam An do, Calcutta va cac néi khéc trong vung
Himachal. Ngai van dang doi su cho phép cta chinh phu An d% d€ roi Dharamsala tré vé& Tu

vién Rumtek, la ng6i t6 dinh truyén théng cta cac vi Karmapa tai An do.

Thong tin vé cac hoat dong rong khap cta Ngai tit ngay ngai dén [An dd] va lich trinh hién tai

cua ngai cling co thé tim thay trén trang web nay: http://www.kagyuoffice.org

Tai liéu trén dwoc dich tir ngu&n: http:/[www.kagyuoffice.org/karmapa.html

Nguyén Thanh Ha chuyén Viét ngir
Ha Lan, thang 3/2008

Ghi chii ban Viét ngir: Tir ngay 12 thing 5 dén ngay 2 thang 6 nam 2008, ngai Karmapa thir 17 sé lin
ddau tién du hanh qua Hoa Ky trong chuyén du hod lich si. Ngai sé dang dan thuyét phdp tai cic thanh
phd’New York (New York), Boulder (Colorado) va Seattle (Washington). Chi tiét co thé dwoc tim thiy tai

trang nha: www.karmapavisit.org.



His Holiness the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa — Orgyen Trinley Dorje

The Karmapas

Karmapa means "the one who carries out buddha-activity" or "the embodiment of all the
activities of the buddhas." In the Tibetan tradition, great enlightened teachers are said to be able
to consciously arrange to be reborn as a teacher who can carry on the teachings of a predecessor
in a prior life. Pursuant to this tradition, the Karmapas have incarnated in this form of
manifestation body (Skt. nirmanakaya), for seventeen lifetimes, as of the present, and all have

played the most important role in preserving and propagating the Buddhist teachings of Tibet.

Prior to the birth of the first Karmapa, the arrival of a Buddhist master who would be known as
the Karmapa was been prophesied by the historic Buddha Shakyamuni and the great tantric
master of India, Guru Padmasambhava. Throughout the centuries, Karmapas have been the
central figure in the continuation of the Vajrayana lineage in general and Kagyu lineage in
particular, and have played a very important role in the preservation of the study and practice

lineages of Buddhism.
Birth and Early Years of the 17th Karmapa

In 1985 a male infant was born into a nomad family in the Lhatok region of Eastern Tibet. In the
months prior to his birth, his mother had wonderful dreams during her pregnancy. On the day
of his birth, a cuckoo landed on the tent in which he was born, and a mysterious conch-like

sound was heard by many throughout the valley in which the family of the infant lived. .
In Tibet, such events are considered auspicious portents of the birth of an enlightened teacher.

The young nomad was called Apo Gaga. While his early years seemed, to his family, full of
blessing, at first Apo Gaga did not talk of any connection to the Karmapas. However, in 1992, he
asked his family to move the location of their nomadic home to another valley, and told them to

expect a visit from traveling monks. Soon after setting up their home in the new location,



followers of the Sixteenth Karmapa came to that valley pursuant to the secret instructions of the
Sixteenth Karmapa, contained in his letter of prediction. The birth and the other details of Apo
Gaga's life matched the predictions of the letter. Apo Gaga was discovered to be the

Seventeenth Karmapa, Ogyen Drodul Trinley Dorje.

In addition to his letter of prediction, the Sixteenth Karmapa wrote many poems, or songs,
predicting that though he would leave his traditional main seat in Tsurphu, Tibet, he would
soon return to Tsurphu again, that his root teacher would be HE Situ Rinpoche, and that he
would study in India. After the death of the 16th Karmapa, it became clear that these
predictions applied to his successor. Furthermore, the 19th Century master Chogyur Lingpa
made a number of predictions about the lives of the Karmapas, and for the 17th, Chogyur
Lingpa's predictions matched the details of His Holiness's birth. Since these predictions were to
be fulfilled in themselves without recognition by any other master, it is traditionally said that

the Karmapa is "self-recognized."

The Karmapa's Return To Tsurphu In Tibet, The Historic Seat Of The Karmapas

The Seventeenth Karmapa did in fact return to Tolung Tsurphu Monastery in Central Tibet in
1992, where he was enthroned on September 27, 1992, with the permission of the Chinese

government. The granting of permission by the Chinese was a first in Tibet.

At Tsurphu, over 20,000 supplicants assembled to witness the return of His Holiness Karmapa.
The following morning, some 25,000 people filed before His Holiness to receive a personal

blessing.

At Tsurphu, the Karmapa studied the Buddhist sciences of mind, learned ritual, and practiced
sacred arts, such as dance. Each day he received hundreds of visitors from throughout Tibet
and around the world. He eventually began to offer empowerments and participated in various
rituals at the monastery. At the age of about 10, His Holiness recognized the rebirth of
reincarnate teachers, including such eminent teachers as Pawo Rinpoche, Jamgon Kongtrul

Rinpoche and the Dabzang Rinpoche.



While His Holiness was at Tsurphu, the monastery underwent extensive rebuilding to restore
the temples, shrines, stupas, a shedra, and residences that had been destroyed over the years,
tulfilling one of the main duties of a Karmapa. As the years went by, however, His Holiness
came under increasing pressure from Tibetan and Chinese authorities to act in ways which
were contrary to his obligations as a Karmapa. He publically refused to denounce the Dalai
Lama and to recognize the Panchen Lama, and engaged in numerous other acts which were
contrary to the wishes of the authorities. Though he was under constant surveillance from the
Chinese government, who refused to grant him permission to leave the country even for a short
time, he and a handful of attendants concocted a bold scheme to escape from Tibet to India.
Finally, in 1999, recognizing perhaps that his usefulness in Tibet was being undermined, he

decided to leave.

Karmapa's Great Escape

After months of careful planning, on December 28, the fourteen-year-old Karmapa pretended to
enter into a solitary retreat, and instead, donned civilian garb and slipped out a window.
Leaving Tsurphu Monastery with a handful of attendants, he began a daring escape by car, foot,
horseback, helicopter, train and taxi, a heroic journey which was to become the stuff of
headlines throughout the world. On January 5, 2000 he arrived, to the the great surprise and
overwhelming joy of the world, in Dharamsala, India, where he was met by His Holiness the

Fourteenth Dalai Lama. He received refugee status from the government of India in 2001.

His Holiness has since 2000 continued to live near Dharamsala. He has been permitted by Indian
governmental authorities to engage in tours to Buddhist sites in India, and annually travels to
Bodhgaya and Sarnath for important Kagyu ceremonies over which he presides. He has also
travelled to Ladakh, Tibetan settlements in southern India, Calcutta and elsewhere in Himachal
area. His Holiness still awaits permission from the Indian authorities to leave Dharamsala and

return to Rumtek Monastery, the traditional seat of the Karmapas in India.

Information about His Holiness's extensive activities since his arrival and his current schedule

are also available at this website: http://www.kagyuoffice.org.



