TIEU S’ GATON NGAWANG LEKPA RINPOCHE
(1864-1941)

Gaton Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche

Khi doc tiéu str ciia nhivng Dao sw tam linh Phat Gido vi dai, ta thay rat nhidu vi ngay twr khi con
nhé da dwoc xac nhan 1a Héa Than cla nhirng Pao sw Phat Gido ndi tiéng va chirng ngd cao
cap. Doi khi ta cé thé cd cam twdng rang ching ta khéng thé dat dwoc nhirng thanh twu cla
cac ngai. Ta co thé nghi rang nhitng Dao sw nay, la nhirng tai sinh clia cac hanh gia vi dai, da
dat dwoc nhirng dinh cao cla thanh twu tdm linh ma chung ta chang bao gi& c6 thé cham t6i
trong d&i nay. Tiéu sir clla Gaton Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche Vi dai da gay hirng khéi cho ching
ta, nh&» d6 chung ta tin vao nhirng kha ndng va sw nhan nai cia minh, b&i cudc doi ngai la mét
tdm guong sang cho ta thdy lam thé ndo mét nguoi sinh ra trong nhitng hoan canh binh

thuwdng da dat dwoc tuyét dinh cda sy chirng ngd tadm linh.



Lekpa Rinpoche la mét hanh gia vi dai va la Dao sw cia Dezhung Rinpoche Il (1906-1987),
mot Pao sw cao cAp cla truyén thdng Sakya. Ngai sinh tai lang Dzinda thudc tinh Kham, Tay
Tang vao nam Mdc Ti (1864) trong mét gia dinh binh thwdng. Ngai dwoc nudi day nhw bat ky
dlra tré trung binh nao khac, khéng c6 nhirng thuan loi va cta cai vat chat I1on lao. Than phu
clia ngai la Kunga Trakpa va than mau la Lhamo Dronma. Khi mang thai ngai, me ngai mo thay
than ba la mét tu vién. Lhamo Dronma ciing c6 mét linh kién vé vi bao hd Citipati nhay mua ké
bén hang dong ctia Ngawang Shedrup Gyatso. Vi Thay nay néi véi ba rang Lekpa Rinpoche
la héa than clia Ngor Ewam Ponpop. Lat ma Ngawang Shedrup rat théng thao cac thuc hanh
Vajrayogini, da day Lekpa Rinpoche doc. Citipati, vi bdo ho vi dai ciia Lekpa Rinpoche, da xuét
hién. Trong giai doan nay cla cudc doi ngai, mac du séng gan mot tu vién cta phai Drikung,
Rinpoche [udn ludn trén khai nha va cb géng di téi tu vién Tharlam (1) & cach d6 kha xa. Nam
lén bay tudi, ngai nhan nhirng gi¢i nguyén cw si, nhirtng nhap mén Hevajra Nguyén nhan va
Con Pudng va Sarasvati Trang tlr Dao sw Ngor Khenchen Dorje Chang Kunga Tenpa’i
Lodro. Khi tho gi¢i cuw si ngai dwgc ban phap danh Tsultrim Gyaltsen. Vao luc nay Ngor
Khenchen néi rang trong doi trwdc Tsultrim Gyaltsen 1& moét tulku cda tu vién Tharlam. Viéc xac
nhan ngai la mét Héa Than cla Ngor Ewam (2) chi 1a thir yéu. Khéng lau sau d6 vi Thay linh
thanh nay qua d&i. Nam lén chin tudi, Rinpoche hoan tit cac khéa nhap that Tara Trang va
Bhutadamara Vajrapani. Nam [&n mwoi tudi, ngai nhan lanh day di nhap mén va nhirng gido
huan cta Nara Khachodma. T mw&i hai téi mwdi sau tudi ngai dwoc Oumsey Lodro Zangpo
chadm séc va dé la moét giai doan khoé khan trong doi ngai. Ndm muwdi sau tudi ngai nhan tw
Kenpo Thutop Wangchug Jamyang Tenzin Thinley toan b6 Bén Dong Mahakala trong than
twéng hai tay, bén ngoai, bén trong va bi mat. Sau khi thire hién xong mét khdéa nhap that ba
thang hoan thanh 100.000.000 thdn chi ngan va 6.400.000 than chd dai, Rinpoche thuc sw
nhin thdy Mahakala. Trong khéa nhap that, torma cing duwéng phat trién thanh 16ng den va day
giéng nhw 16ng cia mdt con bod yak, va dudi anh nang mat tréi ching phan chiéu nhiéu mau
sac khac nhau nhw moét cdu vong. Trong ban van lich st Caturmukha Mahakala, torma phat
trién thanh I6ng den 1a mét dau hiéu clia viéc dat dwoc nhivng siddhi (thanh twu). Diéu nay ciing
dwoc tim thdy trong nhitng tiéu s cGa nhiéu Lat ma vi dai. B6n Dong Mahakala 13 tir
Vajrasana, Gyadhara, Mal Lotsawa, va Kashmiri Pandita Shakyashri. T&w Khenpo Thutop
Wangchug ngai cling nhan nhap mén va nhirng gido huan rat rong Ién cta Naro Kachodma,

viéc doc Kinh sach (lung) dbi véi Tuyén tap ctia Morchen, Yogini, va nhap méon Citipati, v.v..



Nam muoi tdm tudi, sau khi chirng kién canh cac tha vat bj 1am thit, ngai tré thanh ngwdi an
chay. Du hanh t&i Tu vién Ngor Ewam Choden, ngai & dé hai nam, nhan tir Khangsar Khenpo
Chetsun Ngawang Lodro Nyingpo ba nhap mén chuédn bj Bhutadamara, Ushnishavijaya va
Parnashavari. Sau dé ngai nhan lung (tung doc Kinh sach) Lamdre Tsoshe, Pod Ser, Pod Mar,
Thartse Panchen Cho Chod, va nhap mén cung cac gido huan dbi véi Shri Caturmukha. Nhw
tdp quan tai tu vién Ngor Ewam, trong Lamdre nay, Rinpoche tho giéi Ty Kheo va dwoc ban
Phap danh Ngawang Lekpa. Tt lic nay cho t&i cubi doi ngai triét dé gitv gin gidi luat that hoan

hao va khéng an sau gi¢ ngo.

Sau d6, Rinpoche du hanh t&i Sakya, & d6 ngai nhan gido huan vé Luat tr Rabjam Sherab
Chophel, va “Ba Gi¢i nguyén” clia Sakya Pandita trwéc mat Tu vién trwdng Lhakang Chenmo
Champa Cho Tashi. Ngai nhan nhirng sy ban phwéc tir Sakya Trizin Kunga Tashi. Trong mua

hé ngai nhan giao ly Vajramala cung v&i viéc tung doc Kinh sach (lung).

Tré vé Ngor, trwéc mat Kunu Lama vi dai ciia Ngor la ngai Chogtrul Jamyang Sherab Gyatso,
ngai nhan Lamdre that chi tiét; “Ba Thj Kién,” va “Ba Tantra” clia Ngorchen Konchog Lhundrup
va “Nhirng Tia sang Mat trang” cia Ngorchen Kunga Zangpo, va “Tia sang Mat troi” cua
Tsarchen Losal Gyatso, Dong Thanh twu Vwong giad ctia Hevajra cung nhivng gido huan vé Céac
Giai doan Phat trién va Thanh twu, cing nhiéu gido ly khac; Tam Bon Tén Mahakala ctia truyén
thdng Ngor; viéc tung doc Bodhicaryavatara (Bd Tat Hanh). Lekpa Rinpoche rat duwoc nguwdng
mo & Ngor va khi téi luc tré vé Kham thi cac Dharmapala (H6 Phap) lam cho ngai bi thwong &

dau gbi khién ngai khong thé tré vé.

Sau khi viéng thdm pho twong Jowo & Lhasa lan dau tién, Rinpoche tr& vé nha téi tu vién
Tharlam & Kham va nhap that Hevajra trong tam thang. Sau dé, nam hai mwoi mét tudi, ngai di
gap Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo. Trén dwéong ngai viéng tham Drolma Lhakang (chua cla
nhirng cong chla, con clia cac vi Vua Tay Tang). O do, ngai cing dwdng dén bo that thinh
soan. Dung tat ca tién cia minh, ngai ciu xin chw vi gia hd cho ngai trong viéc nghién ctu va
thanh twu gidc ngd. Lekpa Rinpoche khong thé sap xép dé dwoc gap Khyentse Rinpoche
nhwng da tham dw nam nhap mon do vi Thay nay ban cho va ngay |ap tirc bi ném ra ngoai tat
ca nadm lan. V&i long sting md Guru hoan hdo, ngai coi nhitng hanh déng ctia vi Thay déu la
nhirtng hanh dong giac ngd va vwot 1én nhirng tréi budc cha sw nhiém 6 sinh tlr. Lekpa
Rinpoche khéng gian dir ma coi viéc nay nhw mét sy tinh héa can thiét cho nghiép tiéu cwc cta
ngai. Lekpa Rinpoche rat nhan nai va cudi cung ngai da nhan nhiéu gido ly tr Dzongsar

Khenpo Yontan Dondrup; nhdn Madhyamika (Trung Pao) tr Minyak Khenpo Norbu Tenzin. T



Tsering Tashi, thw ky ctia Khyentse Rinpoche, ngai nhan nhirng gido ly v& van pham, thi ca
v.v.. Ba vi Khenpo nay néi véi Khyentse Rinpoche vé Lekpa Ngawang va sau dé khi Jamgong
Kongtrul t&i thinh cau nhiéu gido Iy thi Lekpa Rinpoche dwoc phép tham dy - Khyentse
Rinpoche & trong an that tlr ndm 40 t&i 73 tudi. Lekpa Rinpoche ciing nhan 95 nhap mén va

gido huén tir Kongtrul Rinpoche.

V&i muc dich ban Lamdre (3), Ngor Khenpo Rinchen Dorje viéng tham Tu vién Gigu cung 173
vi su. Lekpa Rinpoche gidng day ‘Mangtri’ va nhan Lamdre mét |an nira. Tai Tu vién Tharlam,
ngai nhap that ‘Yung Nas clia Birc Avalokiteshvara (Quan Thé Am) trong hai trdm ngay lién tiép
khéng gian doan. Trong mét it ndm, do sy doi hdi ctia nhiéu thinh ciu ‘shapten’ va nhirng gido
ly nén viéc nhap that khong thé td chirc dwoc. Trong thdi gian nay than phu ngai va nhiéu Lat
ma gbc qua doi. Sau sw kién nay ngai wéc mudn nhap that Guruyoga Sakya Pandita Kunga
Gyaltsen va di t¢i chd & ctia Khyentse Rinpoche, nhan dwoc nhirng gido huén. Lekpa Rinpoche
c6 mot gidc mo trong d6 Lama Nyika Dorje Chang méac y mau den ngdi gitta mét man da la,
vay quanh la muwoi guru cling méc y den. Nghe dwoc diéu nay, dé bao vé cho cudc nhap that
khéng bi nhirng chuwdng ngai, ngai Nyika Dorje Chang da ban cho Rinpoche nhap mén

Panjarnatha Mahakala.

Sau khi than phu ngai méat, Lekpa Rinpoche thuc hién mot khda nhap that dai han tir nam 37 t6i
52 tudi, tap trung vao gido ly “Con Buéng va Qud”. Subt thdi gian nay, cira that duwgc dong kin,

chi chira mot 16 nhd dé dwa thwe phadm vao. Ngbi trong hdp thién dinh, ngai nguyén khéng bao
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gi® nam. Nhw mét chuan bj cho cac thién dinh vé& “Con Pwdng va Qua”, Lekpa Rinpoche quyét

dinh rang trwdc hét ngai can phat trién tri tué thich dang. Pé lam dwoc didu nay, ngai tung
2.400.000 l&i nguyén Quy vy, |& lay Pao sw vi dai Sakya Pandita (1182-1252) - hién than cla
DPlrc Phat Van Thu — va tung bai nguyén bén dong cltia Sakya Pandita 4.100.000 Ian.

“V&i d6i mét mé I6n tri gidc moi su,

Va thanh twu mot cach bi méan diéu tét lanh cia tat ca ching sinh;
C6 néng luc dé thuc hién nhitng céng hanh khéng thé nghf ban.
Guru Manjunatha, con danh 18 duéi chan Ngai.”

Trong théat, ngai ciing tung 1.800.000 than chu Vajrasattva (Kim Cwong Tat Dda) va chiva khoi

nhirng van dé tiéu hda trong khoa nhap that. Bbi véi phap Guru Yoga, mét 1an niva véi Sakya



Pandita nhw mot sudi ngudn ctia sy sing md, ngai da tung 2.500.000 I&i nguyén guru yoga,
cung dwéng man da la 1.000.000 lan. D6i véi Mahakala, ngai tung 10.000.000 than chu ngan
va 2.200.000 than chu dai. Béi véi Birc Tara Xanh, ngai tung 10.000.000 than chu. Ngai ciing
tung 100.000.000 than chu cta Pirc Avalokiteshvara. Ngai bé c& nam dé thién dinh vé su vo
thwong. Thém vao do, ngai ciing dwdng 700.000 chén nwéc va 1.500.000 ngon dén. Subt thoi

gian nhap that, ngai khéng cét téc.

Trong khoéa nhap that cé nhiéu gidc méng va dau hiéu tt lanh. Tl Lat ma Nyika ngai mo' thay
dwoc ban cho mét twong Blrc Van Thu bang vang, twong trung cho sw thau subt clia ngai vé
Lamdre va tt ca nhirng gido ly clia dong Sakya, va dwoc ban cho myc Tau dé bién soan nhiéu
luan gidng. T Ngawang Shedrup Gyatso ngai dwoc ban hot dau tién ctia mot xau chudi va mot
con mat la biéu twong cla viéc ngai la dé t&r xuat sdc. Mot hom, khi uéng bay vién thudc Van
Thu, ngai mo thdy dwoc ban mét hoa sen lam bang ‘tsampa’ mau vang, than chd Van Thu
duwoc viét trén khdp hoa sen. Sau khi &n hoa sen nay thi toan than ngai pht day than cha Van
Thu. Mét 1an khac, khi dang 1& lay Sakya Pandita, tir miéng cla vi Thay nay trén birc tranh anh
sang téa ra tran ngap gian phong. Sau sw kién nay ngai cdu nguyén that manh liét va thay
nhirng ngén tay trong blrc tranh chuyén dong. Sau nay ngai khéng chi nhin thy nhitng ngoén
tay chuyén déng ma con thay blrc hinh trong tranh mim cwéi, di dé ngai nhin thay nhirng chiéc
rang cha Sakya Pandita. Nhitng sy kién nay xay ra tébng cong ba lan. Mot dém, Lekpa
Rinpoche mo théy Lama Namza Ritrupa. Vi Lat ma vi dai dwoc cho la hién than cia Virupa
(4) va da tung tdng cong 26.000.000 than chu dai ctia Hevajra. Trong gidc mo, Lekpa Rinpoche
di t&i nha cla vi Thay nay va gap ngai & ctra. Ritrupa moi Lekpa Rinpoche vao, méi Rinpoche
ngw trén mot chiéc ngai cao va cliing dwdng dd th&r cho Rinpoche. Sau gidc mo nay, trong doi
séng hang ngay, Lekpa Rinpoche ludn ludn cé tat ca nhitng gi ngai can. Gidc mo nay xay ra
trong 1& cing dwérng man da la. Rinpoche ciing mo thdy minh cing dwéng cho moét bire tranh
twdng cla Virupa tai Ngor Ewam; Ngai Virupa bién thanh nguoi thwe va bao ngai: “Phép cla ta
sé& khong ton tai 1au & Tay Tang.” Ngai cling c6 nhiéu gidc mo v& Nam Dao su Siéu viét va vé
Pwrc Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo. Lekpa Rinpoche ciing c6 thé quan twéng rd rang tat ca 157
Bdn Toén clia man da la than bén trong clia Hevajra, va tat ca nhirng vi Thay néi rang hau nhw

khéng ai c6 thé quan twédng diéu d6 hét sirc rd rang nhw thé.

Khoa nhap that két thic sau muwoi [&m ndm. Lekpa Rinpoche ra khéi that. Téc ngai phi téi
nguwc va mong tay moc rat dai. B&i qua nhiéu ndm thiéu anh nadng mat trdi, nwéc da ngai nga
sang mau xanh. Tuy nhién, sy chirng ngd cao vut clia ngai bat dau hap dan nhiéu dé t& va ngai

dwoc thira nhan la mét Pao sw Phat Gido c6 nhirng chirng ngd vd song. Lekpa Rinpoche st



dung phan doi con lai ctia minh dé gidng day nhiéu dé t&r va tham gia nhiéu hoat déng lam loi
lac v6 s6 chuing sinh. Ngai trong nom viéc xay dwng cac dén chua, stupa (thap), cac pho twong
va 1a Pao sw cla nhiéu dé t& ma sau nay ho tr& thanh nhirng Pao swv vi dai. Vao luc nay
Dezhung Rinpoche 1&n muoi tudi. Lekpa Rinpoche ban Drup Thab Kuntus va mét ndm sau
ban Lamdre Lobshe. Sau d6 ngai du hanh t&i Tu vién Dezhung, ban Lamdre va trai qua vai
nam & dé. Khi tré vé& Tharlam ngai bat dau dung tat ca tién bac dwoc cing dwong cho viée tai
thiét Tu vién Tharlam. Ngai xay dwng mét pho twong Birc Phat bang vang cao ba tang, bén
phai |a BPlrc Sakya Pandita va bén trai la Ngorchen Kunga Zangpo, ca hai déu bang vang va
cao hai tang. Ngai ban Lamdre Lopshe tat ca chin Ian, bén lan trong s6 d6 dwoc ban lién tuc
trong hai mwoi ngay tai Tu vién Dezhung. Jamyang Khyetse Chokyi Lodro da tho nhén va hd
tri dong Lamdre cla Lekpa Rinpoche cung vé&i nhiéu Lat ma vi dai khac nhw Dezhung Ajam,
Dezhung Lungrig Nyima va Phende Shabdrung Rinpoche. Lekpa Rinpoche da ban nhép mén
va nhirng gido ly vién man Naro Kachodma hai muwoi hai lan, nhap mén va nhirng gido Iy vién
man Mahakala ‘Drag Dzong’ mwdi 1an, Chin Bén Tén Vajrabhairava ctia Truyén théng Rwa va
nhirng gido ly ctia Rwa Tse Sems tam lan, Mwdi Ba Bén Tén Bhairava cla truyén théng Tsar
ba lan, Tara Tréng Cintacakra tdm Ian va ‘Drup Thab Kuntus’ mét 1an. Nhirng gido ly nay dwoc

ban day hét strc cén ké trong nhirng co hdi tbt lanh.

Lekpa Rinpoche ciing cadm th4y cé mot méi lién hé sau xa véi Dirc Avalokiteshvara. Tham chi
c6 lan ngai bat khoc khi doc “Mani Kabum”, mot ban van vé Bic Avalokiteshvara. M&i ngay
ngai tung it nhat 5000 ‘mani’ (Than chd Sau Am) “OM MANI PADME HUM’ cia Blc
Avalokiteshvara. Ngai thwéng tung cham rai nhung phat am hét sirc rd rang. Cac dé t& cla
ngai da lap nguyén tung 5.000 Than chi Sau Am méi ngay trong ddi ho. Ngai ban cho mdi
ngudi trong sd dé tir nay mot vién thudc ‘mani’ déc biét. Mai cho t¢i ngay Dezhung Rinpoche
vién tich - vi Thay nay ciing da hra nguyén — Dezhung Rinpoche van tiép tuc tung 5.000 ‘mani’

moi ngay.

Trong lich str, ndm Lat ma vi dai nhat mang lai sw hirng khéi cho Lekpa Rinpoche |a Sakya
Pandita, Ngorchen Kunga Zangpo, Rabjam Kunga Yeshe, Gyalse Thogmed va Milarepa. Ban

van ngai wa thich nhét |a Bodhicaryavatara (B6 Tat Hanh).

Vao mét lic nao d6 trong doi, Lekpa Rinpoche mudn lai tai sinh lam mot tu sT Sakya dé giup
cho truyén thdng Sakya né ro trong x(r Tay Tang. Tuy nhién, bang sw thau thi, ngai thy rang
trong thoi gian khéng 1au Tay Tang sé bj xam chiém va céc tu vién Sakya sé bj pha hady. Thay

rang viéc tré lai nhw moét tu si Sakya khoéng cé loi lac, Lekpa Rinpoche quyét dinh di t&i coi



Sukhavati, c&i Tinh D6 clia Dirc Phat A Di Pa. Lekpa Rinpoche da day cac dé tor rang mudn tai
sinh vao cdi Tinh Do clia Birc A Di Da thi phai hoi di bdn diéu kién. Trwéc tién, phai cé Bd Dé
tam, dong lwc mudn thanh Phat dé giai thoat tat ca chung sinh khdi ndi khd ctia ho. Thr hai,
can phai dan minh vao viéc tich tap céng dirc va tri tué. Thir ba, phai thwong xuyén ghi khc
trong tdm hinh &nh clGa D&rc Phat A Di Da va cdi Tinh D6 ctia Ngai. Cubi cung, can phai lién tuc

cau nguyén duoc tai sinh vao cdi Tinh Do.

Budi sang ngay Lekpa Rinpoche thj tich, trwdc hét ngai tung nhirng 16 cdu nguyén nhu thwédng
l& va nhirng thwe hanh thién dinh. Lekpa Rinpoche cé nhiéu vién thubc clia Khyentse Rinpoche,
Kongtrul, v.v.. va ctia Guru Rinpoche, Blrc Manjushri (V&n Thu) v.v.. Ngai trdn chung tat ca
nhirng vién thudc nay vao mét chiéc binh va cau nguyén dwoc tai sinh trong Céi Phat Sukhavati
va thi tich nhanh chéng. Ngai biéu 16 vé& dau bénh trdm trong va di chuyén téi phong cla
Dezhung Rinpoche ngay bén ngoai tu vién. Vao thoi diém dé Dezhung Rinpoche khéng cé &
nha. M6t bire hinh Blrc Phat A Di Ba duwoc dat trwdc mat ngai. Lekpa Rinpoche dung vai vién
thuéc ban phwéc va cham chi nhin birc hoa Birc Phat A Di Pa va cdi Cuwc Lac. Ngai bao
nhirng ngudi & xung quanh rang ngai sap thi tich. Ngai bdo moi ngwdi ra ngoai, ngoai trr
Khenpo Ngawang Rinchen. Nghi rdng ngai sdp mét, Ngawang Rinchen bat dau khoéc, nhung
Lekpa Rinpoche bdo éng la khéng can phai khéc, béi ngai sap tai sinh trong Céi Cwe Lac, chir

khong vao cdi dia nguc “la noi co ly do dé khoc.”

Ngai tung 1&i nguyén duoec tai sinh vao cdi Tinh Do. Ngdi thdng lwng, Lekpa Rinpoche tung mot
chudi OM MANI PADME HUM trwéc khi ngirng lai va di vao thién dinh. Than ngai giat ba lan,
va ngudi ta nghe thdy mét am thanh ‘hic’ yéu 6t. Lekpa Rinpoche d3 thj tich, hoan toan tw chi
trong trang thai thién dinh. Viéc thi tich cGa ngai la mét I&i gidng day rang véi thwe hanh tam
linh, ta cling c6 thé hoan toan lam chu va kiém soat dwoc cai chét, va sé co thé ra di mot cach

binh an, thoai mai, va lam cha dwoc sy tai sinh ké tiép cua ta.

Than ngai dwoc gilr gin trong ba ngay theo phong tuc Phat Giao, va sau dé duoc tra ty. Nhirng
nghi 1& Ira ctia nhiéu Bén Tén khac nhau dwoc c hanh va moét stupa dwoc xay dwng dé tho
tro c6t clia ngai. Nhirng vat dung con lai clia ngai dwoc ban tdng cho cac tu si ctia nhiéu tu
vién. Nhiéu mén trong s& nhirng vat pham tdn gido ca nhan cla ngai dwoc dé lai cho Dezhung
Rinpoche Lungrig Nyima, 14 dé t& da séng canh Lekpa Rinpoche tr khi 1&én mwoi cho t6i ba

. R
muoi tuodi.



Lekpa Rinpoche ciing dé lai mét 1a thw cho Dezhung Rinpoche, ngudi ké nhiém va dé tlr than
thiét nhat cta ngai. Trong la thw nay, ngai bdo Dezhung Rinpoche lam diéu thién, tranh lam
diéu ac, va tung than chu OM MANI PADME HUM cla Btrc Avalokiteshvara.

Lekpa Rinpoche & mét trong nhitng Pao sw vi dai nhat ma Phat Gido tirng san sinh dwoc.
Cudc doi ctia ngai 1a mdt ngudn cdm hirng cho tat ca chung ta, va chi cho ta thdy rang chung ta
chéc chén dat dwoc giac ngd va sw thanh twu tam linh vién man véi didu kién la ta quyét chi dat
moi nd lwc can thiét vao viéc tu hanh./.
Chu thich:
- (1) Tu vién Tharlam: Luc ban dau tu vién Tharlam dwoc xay dwng & mién Déng Tay Tang vao nam
1436 va bj pha hdy nam 1959. Dezhung Rinpoche da xay dwng lai tu vién 500 tudi nay tai mét dia

diém méi tai Kathmandu, Nepal.

- (2) Ngor Ewam: Tu vién chinh cia Phai Ngor & Tinh Tsang, Tay Tang. Hién nay Ngor Ewam thi hai
dwoc thiét lap & Manduwala, U.P. An D6.

- (3) Lamdre: (Con Buong va Qua) — giao ly cbt thy cha dai thanh twu gid Virupa gi¢i thiéu mét
khuoén mau dé dat dwoc Giac ngd dwa trén Hevajra Tantra, giao ly siéu viét cia Phai Sakya.

- (4) V|rupa Phap Vwong cua Yoga (TT: nal jor wang chug), mot trong 84 dai thanh twu gia kiét xuét
nhat cia An D6. Sbng vao thé ky thi 8 tai An Do, ngai ndi tiéng trong viéc gidng day nhirng gido
khoa Hevajra Tantra, Vajrayogini va Rakta Yamari.

Thanh Lién bién dich theo cac bai:

“‘Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche - Biography (1864 - 1941)”
http://mypage.direct.ca/w/wattj/jw/lekpa-1.htm

“Gaton Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche”
http://www.thekchencholing.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=69&Itemid=49

“*Mudn doc thém tiéu st cua céc vj thénh tdng Tay-Tang da duoc dich qua Viét-ngd, xin vao
xem website www.vietvajra.org




Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche
Biography (1864 - 1941)

Based on oral teachings of Dezhung Rinpoche and notes from the biography of Lekpa
Rinpoche by sDe-gzhung A-jam sprul-sku Kun-dga' -bstan-pa'i-rgyal-msthan.

Compiled and translated by Jeff Watt

Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche was born in Kham Provence, Tibet, in the Wood Mouse year of
1864, the son of Kunga Trakpa and Lhamo Dronma. While in the womb his mother dreamt that
her body was a monastery. Again, Lhamo Dronma had a vision of seeing the protector Citipati
dancing by the cave of Ngawang Shedrup Gyatso who in turn told her that Lekpa Rinpoche was
the incarnation of Ngor Ewam Ponlop. Lama Ngawang Shedrup, well versed in the practices of
Vajrayogini, taught Lekpa Rinpoche to read. Citipati appeared because it is a great protector for
Lekpa Rinpoche. During this period of his life although living near a Drikung monastery
Rinpoche was always running away from home trying to reach Tharlam monastery some
distance away. At age seven, from the Ngor Khenchen Dorje Chang Kunga Tenpa'i Lodro, he
received upasaka vows, the Cause and Path Hevajra initiations and White Sarasvati. For the
upasaka vows Rinpoche was given the name Tsultrim Gyaltsen. At this time Ngor Khenchen
stated that Tsultrim Gyaltsen's previous life was that of a tulku of Tharlam monastery. His prior
recognition as a Ngor Ewam Tulku is secondary. This Holy Lama passed away soon after.

At the age of nine Rinpoche completed the retreats of White Tara and Bhutadamara Vajrapani.
In front of Ngawang Shedrup, at the age of ten, he completely received the initiation and
intsructions of Naro Khachodma. From the ages of twelve to sixteen he was looked after by
Oumsey Lodro Zangpo and it was a very difficult period of time for him. At the age of sixteen in
front of the Khenpo Thutop Wangchug Jamyang Tenzin Thinley he received the entire Four
Lineages of Mahakala in the two armed form, outer, inner and secret. After completing a three
month retreat accomplishing one- hundred-million of the short mantra and six-million-four-
hundred-thousand of the long, Rinpoche actually saw Mahakala. During the retreat the offering
torma grew thick black hair like those of a yak, and in the sun they reflected many different
colours like a rainbow. In the Caturmukha Mahakala history text the growing of black hair from
the torma is a sign of attaining the siddhis. This is also found in the biographies of many great
lamas. The Four Lineages of Mahakala are from [1] Vajrasana, [2] Gayadhara, [3] Mal Lotsawa,
and [4] Kashmiri Pandita Shakyashri. From Khenpo Thutop Wangchug he also received the
very extensive initiation and instructions of Naro Kachodma, the scriptuarl reading for the
Collected Works of Morchen, Yogini, and the initiation of Citipati, etc.

At the age of eighteen, after seeing animals being slaughtered, he became vegetarian
accompanied by a life long fondness for rock candy. Travelling to Ngor Ewam Choden
Monastery, he stayed for two years, receiving from Khangsar Khenpo Chetsun Ngawang Lodro
Nyingpo the three preliminary entrance initiations of Bhutadamara, Ushnishavijaya and
Parnashavari, afterwards he received the Lamdre Tsogshe, the Pod Ser, Pod Mar, Thartse




Panchen Cho Chod scriptural readings, and the initiation and instructions for Shri Caturmukha.
As is the custom at Ngor Ewam, during this Lamdre, Rinpoche's recieved Bhikshu ordination
and was given the name Ngawang Lekpa.

After Ngor, Ngawang Lekpa Rinpoche travelled to Sakya where he received vinaya instruction
from Rabjam Sherab Chophel, and the "Three Vows" of Sakya Pandita in front of the abbot of
Lhakang Chenmo Champa Cho Tashi. He received blessings from Sakya Trizin Kunga Tashi.
During the summer he received the Vajramala teaching together with the scriptural reading.

Again, back at Ngor, in front of the great Kunu Lama of Ngor, Chogtrul Jamyang Sherab
Gyatso, he received Lamdre in extensive detail; the "Three Visions," and "Three Tantras" of
Ngorchen Konchog Lhundrup and "The Moon's Rays" of Ngorchen Kunga Zangpo, and "The
Sun's Rays" of Tsarchen Losal Gyatso, the Royal Accomplishment Lineage of Hevajra together
with the instructions on Generation and Completion Stages, along with many other teachings;
the Eight Deity Mahakala of the Ngor Tradition; the scriptural reading of the Bodhicaryavatara.
Lekpa Rinpoche was extremely popular at Ngor and when time to return to Kham the
Dharmapalas caused him a knee injury so that he might not go back, also a family dzo was
killed.

First visiting the Jowo in Lhasa, Rinpoche returned home to Tharlam monastery in Kham (when
Rinpoche travels long distances he doesn't wear his robes) and entered into an eight month
Hevajra retreat. Afterwards, at the age of twenty-one, went to meet Jamyang Khyentse
Wangpo. On his way he visited the Drolma Lhakang (the temple of the Tibetan Kings
daughters). There, he made extensive offerings of butter lamps, spending all his money, he
prayed for her help in his studies and for reaching enlightenment. Lekpa Rinpoche was unable
to arrange a meeting with Khyentse Rinpoche but attended five initiations given by him and was
promptly thrown out of all five. Subsequently he received many teachings from the Dzongsar
Khenpo Yontan Dondrup; from Minyak Khenpo Norbu Tenzin he received madhyamika; from
Tsering Tashi, the secretary to Khyentse Rinpoche, he received teachings on grammar, and
poetry etc. These Three Khenpos told Khyentse Rinpoche about Ngawang Lekpa and after that
when Jamgon Kongtrul arrived to request many teachings Lekpa Rinpoche was permitted to
attend. Khyentse Rinpoche remained in retreat in his home from the age of forty until the age of
seventy-three.

For the purpose of giving Lamdre Ngor Khenpo Rinchen Dorje visited Gigu Monastery with 173
monks. Lekpa Rinpoche taught the 'Mangtri' and received Lamdre again. At Tharlam monastery
Rinpoche entered into an Avalokiteshvara 'Yung Nas' retreat for two hundred consecutive days
without break. For a few years, due to the demands of many requests for 'shapten' and
teachings, retreat was impossible. During this time his father along with many root lamas
passed away. After this he wished to do the retreat of Sakya Pandita Kunga Gyaltsen Guruyoga
and went to Khyentse Rinpoche and obtained instructions. Lekpa Rinpoche had a dream of
Lama Nyika Dorje Chang sitting in the middle of a mandala wearing black robes, surrounded by
ten more gurus in black robes. Hearing of this, Nyika Dorje Chang, in reality, to protect from
obstacles during the retreat immediately gave Rinpoche the initiation of Panjarnatha Mahakala.
Rinpoche also had a large painting of Sakya Pandita made.

Entering into a retreat which lasted from the age of thirty-seven to fifty-five years old, Lekpa
Rinoche's door was sealed up with only a hole for food to enter through. Sitting in his meditation
box he promised to never lay down. For twelve months he meditated on impermanence. For
Refuge he performed every prayer, long medium and short, several times for a total of twenty-
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four sets of one-hundred-thousand; for prostrations, the source of homage being Sakya Pandita,
accompanied by Sakya Pandita's four-line prayer, he accomplished forty-one sets of one-
hundred-thousand.

"Withwide eyes perceiving all things,

And compassionately achieving the good of all beings;
Having power performing acts beyond thought.

Guru Manjunatha, to your feet | bow my head."

For Vajrasattva, he completed eighteen sets of one-hundred-thousand and cured 'retreat’
digestive problems in the process. For the Guruyoga, again with Sakya Pandita as the source of
veneration he accomplished twenty-five sets of one-hundred-thousand guruyoga prayers; for
the mandala offering - ten sets of one-hundred-thousand 'Thirty-Seven Heaped Prayer.' For
Mahakala - one hundred sets of one-hundred-thousand of the short mantra and twenty-two sets
of one-hundred-thousand of the long mantra. For Green Tara - one-hundred sets of one-
hundred-thousand. For Avalokiteshvara - one-hundred-million; butter lamp offerings - one-
hundred-thousand; water offerings - seven- hundred-thousand. During retreat he never cut his
hair.

Alos during retreat there were many auspicious dreams and signs. From Lama Nyika he dreamt
he was given a golden statue of Manjushri, symbolizing his understanding of Lamdre and all the
teachings of Sakya, and given Chinese ink so as to write many commentaries. From Ngawang
Shedrup Gyatso he was given the head bead from a mala and an eye symbolizing that he was
the foremost student. One day, taking seven Manjushri pills, he dreamt he was given a lotus
made of 'tsampa’ yellow in colour written all over with the Manjushri mantra; after eating this his
entire body became written with and filled with the mantra. Another time, doing prostrations to
Sakya Pandita, from the mouth on the painting light came out to fill the entire room. After this he
prayed very hard and saw the fingers of the painting move. Later he could see not only the
fingers move but also the painting smile, enough that he could see Sakya Pandita's teeth. This
happened a total of three times. One night, Lekpa Rinpoche dreamt of Lama Namza Ritrupa.
This great lama was said to be Virupa himself and had recited the long mantra of Hevajra a total
of sixty-five sets of one-hundred-thousand four times. In the dream, Rinpoche went to his house
and was met at the door. Ritrupa invited him in and placed him on a high throne and all kinds of
offerings were made to him. In waking life, after this dream, Lekpa Rinpoche always had
whatever he needed. This dream occured during the mandala offerings. He also dreamt of
making offerings to a certain Virupa mural at Ngor Ewam; the Virupa became real and said to
him, "my Dharma will not stay long in Tibet." He also had many dreams of the Five Superior
Masters and of Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo. Also, Lekpa Rinpoche was able to clearly visualize
all 157 deities of the Hevajra internal body mandala, and all teachers would say that virtually
nobody could do it perfectly clearly.

Finally, after fifteen years the retreat was concluded. At this time Dezhung Rinpoche was ten
years old. Lekpa Rinpoche gave the Drup Thab Kuntus and a year later the Lamdre Lobshe.
After that he travelled to Dezhung Monastery, gave Lamdre and spent several years. He later
returned to Tharlam very wealthy. He set about spending all the money he had recieved as
offerings on the re-construction Tharlam Monastery. He constructed a three story high gold
Buddha flanked on the right by Sakya Pandita and on the left by Ngorchen Kunga Zangpo, both
of gold and two stories high. He gave Lamdre Lopshe nine times in all, four of them at Deshung
Monastery twenty days travel away. Jamyang Khyentse Chokyi Lodro recieved and held the
Lamdre lineage of Lekpa Rinpoche along with many other great Lamas such as Dezhung Ajam,
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Dezhung Lungrig Nyima and H.E. Phende Shabdrung Rinpoche. Lekpa Rinpoche gave the
initiation and complete teachings of Naro Kachodma twenty-two times. The initiation and
complete teachings of Mahakala 'Drag Dzong' ten times. The initiations and complete teachings
of the Five mandalas of Mahakala three times. The Nine Deity Vajra Bhairava of the Rwa
Tradition and the 'Rwa Tse Sems' teachings eight times. The Thirteen Deity Bhairava from the
Tsar tradition three times. The White Tara Cintacakra eight times and the 'Drup Thab Kuntus'
once. Understand that these teachings were given in their most detailed on these auspicious
occasions. Lekpa Rinpoche taught the entire breadth of Sutra and Tantra. Of his students five
thousand made the promise to recite one-hundred -million 'mani' mantras in their lives. To these
he gave each a special 'mani' pill. Up until the day of Dezhung Rinpoche's passing, he also
having promised, continued to recite five- thousand 'manis' a day. The five greatest historical
Lamas that Lekpa Rinpoche took inspiration from were Sakya Pandita, Ngorchen Kunga
Zangpo, Rabjam Kunga Yeshe, Gyalse Thogmed and Milarepa. His favourite sutra text was the
Bodhicaryavatara.

In regards to his passing, Lekpa Rinpoche expressed the wish to be reborn as a lama of either
of the four Ngor Ladrangs and continue to help Sa-Ngor, but further stated that Sa-Ngor lamas
would not stay long in Tibet, so he will go to Sukhavati instead. To go to Sukhavati, four things
are required; to meditate on that place; to have a bodhisattva mind; to give everything away and
to actually pray to go there. Lekpa Rinpoche had many special pills from Khyentse Rinpoche,
Kongtrul, etc and of Guru Rinpoche, Manjushri etc. He mixed all of these into one bowl and
prayed to be reborn in the Buddha Realm of Sukhavati and pass away quickly. He gave the
appearance of becoming very sick and moved to Dezhung Rinpoche's room just outside of the
monastery. Dezhung Rinpoche was away at this time. Lekpa Rinpoche called for his brother
and divided up the pills between himself, his brother, the two abbots of the monastery and
whoever else was there. Many others sat outside. A painting of the Buddha Amitabha was
placed in front of him. With his left hand in meditative equipoise and the right in the mudra of
generosity he recited one round of 'manis' on the mala then recited 'HIK' and passed away at
the age of 78. The body was kept for three days, as is Buddhist custom, and then burnt. Fire
rituals of many different deities were performed and a stupa was made for his ashes. His
remaining possessions were offered to the monks of many different monasteries. Many of his
personal religious articles were left to Dezhung Rinpoche Lungrig Nyima who had lived at Lekpa
Rinpoche's side from the age of ten until thirty years old.

http://mypage.direct.ca/w/wattj/jw/lekpa-1.htm
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