M6t N6 Lirc Lién Hiép Sé Mang Lai Loi ich Hon Hét
Cho Cac Tin Do Phat Giao Tai Nga

Puwoc Anto Cooper chuyén dich va diang trén hai trang nha http://www.buddhistchannel.tv/

(News, Europe) and www.phayul.com (News Archives), vao ngay 15 thang 11, 2006

Kalmykia, Russia -- Trong nhiing ngay dau thang 10, Kalmykia lam
1& ky niém 10 nam thanh I4p tu vién Phat gido dau tién cia nuoc cong
hoa: Geden Sheddup Choikorling. Xét cho ki nhip do phat trién that
mau le vé& Phat phap ¢ x{r cong hoa thao nguyén Kalmykia, thi trén
mot phuong dién nao d6 18 ky niém nay tro thanh mot ddu mdc lich sir
méi mé. Mot mdt nd cho ta co hdi nhin lai qué khir, con mat khac thi
han hoan hudng t6i twong lai tuoi sang.

Kalmykia khoi phuc lai nén Phat giao Tay Tang trén cin ban phat trién
dia phuong & mot mirc d6 wu tién hang diu va ngdy nay con mang lai cho cac x{r s& Phat gido
thudc Lién Bang Nga mot niém hy vong ddy hira hen trong viéc giai quyét that nhiéu van dé
noéng bong. Thir nhét, trong sb tat ca cic nuéc Cong Hoa Phat Gido Nga (Russian Buddhist
Republics), chi c6 Kalmykia 13 dan xép duoc cudc viéng thim (mic du that 1a ngan ngai) cua
dac Pat Lai Lat Ma vao thang 11, ndm 2004.

Trong khi d6 Tuva va Buriatia vin con phai duong dau voi nhiing tré ngai trong 14 nam qua ké
tir 1an gap g than thiét sau hét véi vi lanh dao tam linh cua ca hai nudc cong hoa nay. Noi mot
cach ly tuong, vi nay nén hudng dan vé mit phat trlen tam linh cho nén Phat gido twong lai. Thu
nhi, nhitng thay d6i dién tién lién theo sau cudc viéng tham mot ngay trong nam 2004 (nhw duwoc
dé cdp bén trén) da giy rang dong khong chi cho cac Phat tir & Buriatia hay Tuva, ma con cho ca
nhiing ai khong phai 14 tin &6 Phat gido tir bat ky khu vuc phat trién kinh té ndo trén mit dia cau.

The Temple of the Golden Abode of Buddha Shakyamuni
(tam dich 1a Thich Ca Mau Ni Kim Ty hay 1a Chua Vang)
da dugc xdy cét trong chin thang va nim ngay trung tdm
thu d6 Elista cia nudc cong hoa Kalmykia. Ngbi chua nay
tr& thanh mot biéu tugng cu thé cho strc manh gia tri ciia
duoc Dat Lai Lat Ma cling nhu cho tac y lanh thién cua
nhiing moén d6 Kalmyk, ma trong sb nay gom c6 vi Lat Ma
Téi Cao cua xu Kalmykia, Telo TulKu Rinpoche, va vi
nguyén tha qudc gia Kalmykia, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov.

Tam 10ng tan tuy va chung vai gop strc cta hai vi nay ddi véi dirc Pat Lai Lat Ma dudng nhu 13
1y do chanh yéu dé ta c6 cai nhin lac quan vé tuong lai Phat gido tai Nga.

Nhirng Huan Chwong Vang tir Telo Tulku Rinpoche



Tu vién Geden Sheddup Choikorling di té chirc budi 18
khanh thanh that long trong vao ngay 5 thang 10, 1996.
“Vao ngay do, 40 t6i 50 ngan ngudi t& twu vé, cung thanh
tam mong do1 su phuc sinh xay dén that sém cho nén tén
gi4o va vin hoa dao Phat tuong chimg nhu mat dang,” su
== Tashinho lai. Su la vi dai biéu cta duc Pat Lai Lat Ma &

| Nga, Mong C6, va Khdi Thinh Vuong Chung cua Cac
\ Bang Doc Lap (Commonwealth of Independent States).
“Vao thoi d6, ching ba hay bdn ngdi chua di dugc xiy
dung ¢ Kalmykia, ngay nay c¢6 hon 30 ng6i chua.”

Vi Lat Ma Téi Cao cta xu Kalmykia, Telo Tulku Rinpoche, xem day 1a mdt thanh tyu that dang
ké. “Trong vong 12 cho t6i 13 nam tinh tir khi bat dau thoi ky phuc hung ton gido, ching t6i dat
dugc nhiing thanh qué con kha quan hon so sanh véi cac xur s¢ giau cd,” Lat Ma néu 1én nhan
dinh. “Hay nhin Kalmykia, mot qudc gia nho bé voi myuc do dan s chi 1a 300 ngan ngudi. Su
tién trién nhanh chong nhu thé qua that 1a mot ngudn cam himng la thuong, khong chi cho nhan
dan Kalmyk, ma con cho ca thé giéi. Ngay dén Hoa Ky ciing chua thé xoay x¢ dugc dé kién 1ap
33 tu vién Phat gido trong vong 12 nam,” Lat Ma mim cudi ndi thém.

Chinh ngay trén dat nudc Hoa Ky, mot vi Lat Ma Téi Cao cua xtr Kalmykia da chao doi trong
mot gia dinh nguoi Kalmyk ty nan luu vong. Ngay tir lic méi Ién sau tudi, cau bé da thich 16i
song tu si, va thé theo 10i dé nghi ciia duc Pat Lai Lat Ma, song than dan cdu bé dén Tu Vién
Tay Tang Drepung Gomang (Tibetan Drepung Gomang Monastery) duoc tai thiét tai xir An.

“Trong sd cac vi lat ma ngudi Buriat, vao thoi d6 ¢6 truyén nhau cau truyén ly ky vé mot cau bé
Kalmyk di cung véi ba me téi tu vién Drepung Gomang va da biéu 16 wéc mudn duoc o lai tu
vién. Sau do, dirc Dat Lai Lat Ma da cong nhan cau bé 1a hoa than cua ngai Tilopa. Trong tién
than gén day nhéat, ciu bé 1a mot vi lat ma Mong C6 vi dai,” Choi Dorjee Budaiev hoi tudng lai.

Trude tién Telo Tulku Rinpoche phat hi¢n dugc tdm nguyén cua minh ¢ Kalmykia vao nam
1991, chfmg bao lau sau Ngai dugc chon lam vi Lat Ma Tbi Cao cua xir cong hoa Phat gido thao
nguyén. Nhing nim kho khan truéc khi sang 1ap tu vién Phat gido dau tién nay & Kalmykia lién
tr¢ lai trong ky trc cia vi Lat Ma Tbi Cao.

“Xay dung ngdi chua con kho khin hon nhiéu so véi viée xay dung mot noi chdn thd phuong
dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. V¢ nhiéu mat, chiing to61 da phai khoi su tir con s6 khong, va chang
ai co kinh nghiém, kién thtrc, hay ngudn ung ho tai chanh nao ca,” vi Lat Ma T6i Cao san sé.

Vao nhitng ngay trudc do6, Telo Tulku Rinpoche da 1ap nén mdt gidi thudng hudn chuong vang
dac biét “Danh Cho Nhitng Bong Gop vao Su Phat Huy Phat phap,” ma vi Lat Ma Tbi Cao da
trao ting cho vi nguyén thu ctia x Kalmykia, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, trong budi 1& ky niém 10
nim. Tong théng Ilyumzhinov da déng gbp tai vat riéng clia dng vao cong trinh xay dung tu
vién dau tién nay. Mot cudn bang ghi hinh cii cho thiy hai vi ndy cing c6 mit trong budi 18



khanh thanh tu vién, cit ruy bang dé dén chao, khong chi 13 tu vién dau tién & Kalmykia ma 1a tu
vién dau tién ¢ Nga, tuan thu va thuc hanh theo gidi ludt tu vién cling nhu theo nhiing phuong
thuoc tri liéu cua dirc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni.

Tt d6 cho t6i nay, tu vién Geden Sheddup Choikorling da tiép don nhleu quan khach trong yéu
dén tham viéng. Ca dén tong thong Nga, Vladimir Putin, ciing di thim viéng tu vién vao hé nim
2005.

Don nhan huan chuong vang tir tay Telo Tulku Rinpoche, vi nguyén thu llyumzhinov nh¢ lai 1a
tong thong Nga 1ay lam ngac nhién biét bao trudc mdi twong quan vé sé ménh cta vi Lat Ma Ti
Cao: sinh ra trén dat nuéc My (trong mot gia dinh nguoi Kalmyk), tu tap trong mot tu vién Tay
Tang & An quoc va hién nay tr¢ lai xtr s¢ Kalmykia nham trg giup cong cudc khoi phuc nén
Phét gido tai mién dat t6 tién minh. “Chung t61 xin cam on Lat Ma Tbi Cao, mot cong dan My,
d3 gitup d& ching t6i dén nhu thé,” tong thdng Putin lic d6 da phat biéu nhu vay.

Nhiéu nguoi, da ¢ dip Vleng tham Kalmykia, han 13 nhan thay
bau khong khi lac quan thim nhun trong cac m01 quan h¢ qua
lai giira tat ca tin ngudng c6 mat noi day. Vo s6 nhing 101 kéu
goi va tuyen bd diy xtc cam dién ra tai cac hoi nghi ton gido
thé gidi déu duogc thuc hién ngay tai chén nay mot cach ty
nhién va yén lanh, khong c6 tinh cach mau mé va lam ndi du
thira. Khong ai cam thiy bat ngo trude su kién mot phai doan
tu si Chanh Thong gido nudc Nga, dugc din dau boi tong giam
muc Vladyka Zosima cua thu d6 Elista va x{r Kalmykia, la mot
trong s6 cac quan khach danh du tai nhimg budi 18 ky niém
hing nim ctia mot tu vién Phat gido, cling nhu trude su kién
tong giam muc Zosima nhan dugc huan chuwong vang “Danh
Cho Nhitng Béng Gop vao Sy Phat Huy Phat Phap,” tir Lat Ma
Tbi Cao cua x Kalmykia. Vladyka Zosima va Telo Tulku
Rinpoche cing chia xé mbi quan hé hiru nghi ldu nim, mot
mdi tinh hitu nghi ma tiy theo Vladyka Zosima dbi lic co su
hiéu 1am va chip nhut, tuy nhién luén duge duy tri bén viing.

.ﬂw Ju

Trong qua khu, tong giam muc Zosima di thim viéng dirc Pat Lai Lat Ma tai noi cu tri cua
Ngai & Dharamsala. Hai vi nay cling da gap nhau nhiéu hon mdt 1an ngay trén xur Kalmykia.

Cudc gap go sau hét cua hai vi nay & thu d6 Elista vao thang 11, 2004, 1a mot mem vui mung va
ndng 4m thim thiét. Khong mot ai hién dién trong budi hop nay lai di ngo vuc rang su hoa thuén
giita cac tin ngudng ton gido 1a mot gidc mo phu du, nhung 1a mot thuc té 13 rang nhat néu nhu
cac nguyén 1y cin ban ctia mdi mot tin ngudng dugc thuc hanh trong sy thanh tAm, nghiém
chinh.



Trao tang huan chuong cho Vladyka Zosima, Telo Tulku Rinpoche nhé lai budi hop mat moi
day cua 6ng voi dirc Pat Lai Lat Ma trong cudc viéng thim thang 9 gan diy nhat & Hoa Ky:
“Chung t6i dang noi vé mot dé tai hoan toan khac han, bdng dung Ngai ngung lai va hoi, ‘Anh
ban Zosima cta t6i nhu thé nao rdi?>”

Dap 10i lai, Tong Giam Muc di goi 10i chiic mimg t&i Lat Ma Tdi Cao tir vi gido truong ciia
Moscow va cua Lién Bang Nga, Alexii II. Trong burc dién van chiic mung, gido trudng Alexii 11
c6 dé cap la Nha Tho Chanh Théng Giao Nga (The Russian Orthodox Church) sé& theo truyén
thong tiép tuc duy tri méi quan h¢ t6t dep v6i nhimng tin d6 Phat giao. “Trong nhirng nim chung
song voi nhau trén manh dat dan toc Kalmyk, sy hop tac trong pham vi xa hoi gitra cac tin do
ctia hai t6n gido truyén thong,” Alexii II viét, “dd xay ra, va s& tlep tuc xdy ra, khong chi trén
binh dién cta cac nha lanh dao t6n gido, ma con & mirc d6 cua cac tang 16p mon do.”

Vé phan cac tin 6, thi ho c6 khuynh hudng noi guong cac vi lanh dao t6n gido cua ho, nhét 1a
khi cac van dé gai goc co thé xay dén, chang han nhu 13 méi quan hé lién két gitta cac tin ngudng
ton gido voi nhau.

C6 thé lién lac vé bai dich v&i Tam Diéu Phu qua dién thu tamdieuphu@gmail.com.

A United Effort is in the best interest of Russia’s Buddhists

Translated by Anton Cooper, Phayul, November 15, 2006

Kalmykia, Russia -- In the early days of October, Kalmykia celebrated the tenth opening
anniversary of the republic’s first Buddhist monastery: Geden Sheddup Choikorling. Considering
the very rapid pace of development of Buddhist teaching in the steppe republic, this celebration
has in some way become a new milepost, on the one hand allowing for a backward glance and
on the other a look forward to the new day.

o [Kalmykia made the revitalization of Tibetan Buddhism a high-priority
yi=for regional development, and can now offer Buddhist Russia a well
gmsubstantiated hope for resolving a great diversity of burning issues.
First, among all Russian Buddhist Republics only Kalmykia was
able to stage (even if only a most brief) visit by the Dalai Lama in
November of 2004.

Tuva and Buriatia are still forced to speak of a fourteen year lapse
nwsince the last close contact with their spiritual leader, who should
ideally guide Buddhism’s future spiritual development. Second, the
changes coming on the heels of the one-day 2004 visit could be
stunning not only a Buddhist from Buriatia or Tuva, but any non-
Buddhist from any economically developed location on the planet’s

surface.

The Temple of the Golden Abode of Buddha Shakyamuni, built in nine months, in the very
center of the Kalmyk republican capital Elista, became the material manifestation of the strength



of the Dalai Lama’s blessing, and the good intentions of his Kalmyk followers, among whom a
special place is held by the republic’s supreme lama Telo Tulku Rinpoche and the head of
Kalmykia, Kirsan llyumzhinov.

Their cooperation and devotion to His Holiness the Dalai Lama are likely the major reason to
view the future of Buddhism in Russia with a certain dose of optimism.

Gold Medals from Telo Tulku Rinpoche

Geden Sheddup Choikorling monastery opened to great fanfare on October 5, 1996. “On that
day, forty to fifty thousand people gathered together, sincerely hoping for an impending rebirth
of the almost lost Buddhist culture and religion.” remembers Tashi, the representative of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama in Russia, Mongolia and the Commonwealth of Independent States.
“At that time maybe three of four temples had been built in Kalmykia, today there are over
thirty.”

The supreme lama of Kalmykia, Telo Tulku Rinpoche, considers this a very significant
achievement. “In the twelve to thirteen years since the beginning of the spiritual revival, we
reached better results that those of which even the wealthy countries can speak,” he says.
“Look at Kalmykia, a small country with a population of 300 thousand people. Truly such rapid
development is the source of incredible inspiration not only for the Kalmyk people, but the whole
world.” Even America has not managed to build thirty-three Buddhist monasteries in twelve
years,” he adds with a smile.

It was in America itself, in a family of Kalmyk émigrés that the future head lama of Kalmykia was
born. At the suggestion of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, his parents took the six-year-old boy,
even then interested in monastic life, to the Tibetan Drepung Gomang monastery, rebuilt in
India.

“Among Buriat lamas, legends about a little Kalmyk boy who came to Drepung Gomang with his
parents, and expressed a desire to remain at the monastery were circulating back then. Later
the Dalai Lama recognized him as the incarnation of Tilopa. In his past incarnation he had been
a great Mongol lama,” recalls Choi Dorjee Budaiev.

First finding himself in Kalmykia in 1991, Telo Tulku Rinpoche was soon elected the supreme
lama of the steppe Buddhist republic. The difficult years preceding the opening of the first
Buddhist Monastery in Kalmykia quickly return to his memory:

“Building that temple was considerably more difficult than the Golden Abode of Buddha
Shakyamuni. In many ways we had to start from zero, we had no experience, no knowledge, no
financial backing,” he says.

In the days leading up to the anniversary, Telo Tulku Rinpoche established a special gold medal
“For Contributions to the Development of Buddhist Teaching,” which he ceremonially presented
to Kirsan llyumzhinov, the head of Kalmykia. President Ilyumzhinov had contributed his own
funds to the building of the first monastery. An old video-tape shows them together at the
monastery’s opening, cutting the ribbon to open not only the first monastery in Kalmykia, but the
first monastery in Russia abiding in the monastic rules and prescriptions of the Buddha
Shakyamuni.



Since then Geden Sheddup Choikorling monastery has had many important guests. In the
summer of 2005, even the President of Russia, Vladimir Putin paid a visit.

Receiving the gold medal from Telo Tulku Rinpoche’s hands, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov remembered
how surprised the Russian president was at the interwoven patterns of the supreme lama’s fate:
born in America, educated in a Tibetan monastery in India, and now back in Kalmykia to aid in
Buddhism’s revitalization in the land of his ancestors. “We thank you, an American citizen, for
helping us so,” Putin said at the time.

Many who’ve had occasion to visit Kalmykia would certainly note the positive atmosphere
permeating the interrelationships of all faiths coexisting here. All the calls of innumerable
pathos-filled declarations made at world religious forums are realized in this place calmly and
naturally, with no superfluous noise and fuss. No one is surprised that a delegation of Russian
Orthodox monks headed by Archbishop Zosima of Elista and Kalmykia are among the honored
guests at a the anniversary celebrations of a Buddhist monastery, and that Vladyka Zosima also
received a gold medal “For Contributions to the Development of Buddhist Teaching,” from the
supreme lama of Kalmykia. Vladyka Zosima and Telo Tulku Rinpoche share the ties of a
longstanding friendship, a friendship which according to the Vladyka occasionally elicits
misunderstanding and jealousy, but nevertheless remains steadfast.

In the past, Vladyka Zosima has visited the His Holiness the Dalai Lama in his residence in
Dharamsala. They have also met more than once in Kalmykia itself.

Their last meeting in Elista in November of 2004 was filled with such a penetrating joy and
warmth, no one present had any doubts that harmony between faiths is no ephemeral dream,
but a most tangible reality if the founding postulates of one’s own faith are just followed in
earnest.

Presenting the medal to Vladyka Zosima, Telo Tulku Rinpoche was reminded of his own recent
meeting with His Holiness the Dalai Lama during the latter’'s September visit to the United
States: “We were speaking of a completely different topic, when His Holiness suddenly stopped
and asked: “So how is my brother Zosima?”

In his response, the Vladyka relayed congratulations to the head lama of Kalmykia from Alexii Il,
Patriarch of Moscow and of all Russia. In his congratulatory telegram the Patriarch noted that
the Russian Orthodox Church traditionally maintains good relations with the followers of
Buddhism. “In our years of coexistence on Kalmyk soil, cooperation in the social sphere
between the followers of two traditional religions,” wrote Alexii Il, “occurred, and continues to
occur not only at the level of religious leaders, but also at the level of ordinary believers.”

As for believers, they tend to follow examples set by their spiritual leaders, especially when it
comes to potentially thorny issues such as interfaith relations.



